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BRIEF HISTORY OF ILORIN

Ilorin, the largest city and the official capital of Kwara State is popularly called the City of Lawyers due to the high number of 
her indigenes in the legal profession. The city, generally called "Home of Peace", presents the visitors with friendly 
environment and a confluence of cultures with Yorubas, Hausas, Fulanis, Nupes, Barubas, other Nigerians and foreign 
nationals co-existing harmoniously. The city also presents a range of tourist attractions such as the imposing Sobi Hill, said 
to have offered protection to natives during inter-tribal wars in ancient times, several academic institutions including an 
international aviation college etc. As the state capital, Ilorin has a good network of roads, rail and an international/inland 
cargo airport with modern facilities that link the metropolis with other commercial centres in Nigeria. The Educational 
institutions situated in Ilorin are amongst; University of Ilorin, Kwara State University, Al-Hikmah University, Kwara State 
Polytechnic, Kwara State College of Education and School of Nursing.

The earliest history of Ilorin dates back to 1450. The place existed mostly as a virgin land inhabited by a hermit Baruba family 
at a place which is still called “Baruba” near Idi-Ape. However, the arrival of an itinerant hunter called Ojo whose cognomen 

thwas 'Ayinla' from Gambe near Oyo-Ile to Ilorin in the early 17  century is widely believed to mark the establishment of Ilorin 
as a Yoruba settlement. Ojo decided to erect a camp near the hut where the hermit Baruba family was living (now called 
Bamidele quarters) and also beside a well-positioned rock that was remarkably suitable for sharpening tools (Okuta ilo-
irin). The name ILORIN is, therefore, believed to be a contraction of “ilo-irin”. 

The obscurity of ilo-irin settlement remained for several years until Laderin, the great grandfather of Afonja, who was born 
th

in Oyo-Ile but sojourned in ancient Otefon came to Ilorin in the early 18  Century. All the progenitors of Afonja from Laderin, 
Pashin, Alagbin and Afonja himself sojourned in Oyo-Ile and Ilorin. However, when Afonja was appointed Aare Onakakanfo 
by Alafin Abiodun Adegolu, whose long reign came to an abrupt and tragic end in 1789, Ilorin, thence known as “Ilorin 
Afonja”, became a provincial military headquarters of the ancient Oyo Empire. 

About this time, an Islamic Scholar named Muhammad Saleh popularly called Shehu Alimi who came from an ancient little 
th

town called Bunza now in Kebbi State, arrived Oyo-Ile towards the end of the 18  century. Shehu Alimi was invited by Afonja 
in 1798, requesting him to give spiritual succour and support in the face of hopelessness due to imminent and dreadful 
military invasion by the forces of Alafin Awole. In 1804, the alliance between Afonja's Army and Shehu Alimi's “Jama'a” 
(Muslims) humiliatingly subjugated a combined Oyo Army which invaded Ilorin. By this time, Alimi had won a large number 
of followers that had greatly exceeded Afonja's compatriots in population and a civil strife over supremacy between the two 
led to the death of Afonja in 1807. Shehu Alimi therefore established Fulani hegemony in Ilorin and the town was thence 
referred to as “Ilorin Gerin Alimi” till date.

Emir’s Palace Ilorin,
Kwara State

Central Mosque
Ilorin, Kwara State.

MAP OF ILORIN

2015/2016 Council Executive Members

Important Dates and Deadlines
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It is with great pleasure that I join the Conference planners, the Local Organising Committee in 
nd announcing the call for papers and the first circular of the 52 Annual International Conference taking 

place from March 13th-18th, 2016, in the historical and ancient city of Ilorin. A city that scents of rich 

traditions with modern ambience of commerce, industry and education. You can be rest assured that it is 

going to be a rich Conference taking into consideration that Ilorin city and indeed the catchment Chapter 

has  four Universities and a polytechnic offering a rich menu of Geoscience and Mining engineering 

courses, government and quasi government establishment of mineral resources, water and private 

concerns  in these sectors. 

The theme of this Conference, “Economic Diversification Through Sustainable Mineral Resources 

Development” is so relevant especially now that the Nation and indeed the whole world is looking to 

diversify their economies. This is much so important for us in Nigeria, as the new government seeks to 

develop alternative resources to Oil and Gas.

For us in NMGS, while we seek fervently for alternatives and are ready to proffer solutions in that regard 

as we have been doing, we also believe that the oil and gas sector needs serious overhauling and detailed 

attention to make it to be more globally competitive. That is why the subthemes are all so encompassing 

as they cover all the relevant areas of our sectors as a professional and scientific body. These include the 

subthemes that cover the inland sedimentary basins, urbanization and waste management, geotechnics 

and structures, groundwater availability and pollution, solid minerals exploration, exploitation and 

mining. 

It is my hope that our scientific interventions through well researched papers and discussions will help 

the nation in finding solution to the problem of diversification of our economy. In addition to the above, I 

know there are a lot of social programmes, excursions to interesting places of geoscientific interest and 

exhibitions by governmental and private concerns being planned for this Conference.

Colleagues, I invite you to be a part of this rich Conference and will be personally waiting to receive 

you in March, 2016. 

Prof. Gbenga Okunlola FNMGS, FGS, FASI

President of the Nigerian Mining and Geosciences

Society (NMGS).

Request for advertisement could be sent in certified 

cheques/bank drafts payable to NMGS-ILORIN 2016 

LOC and

LOC “NMGS ILORIN 2016” will take participants to parts of Bida Basin around Share – Patigi Traverse 

where there is an exposure of crystalline basement and sedimentary rocks. Another field excursion will 

cover Omu Aran – Isanlu Isin traverse where quartzite ridges (an intervening continuum between 

Zungeru and Efon Alaye Psammite transcurrent fault Zone) will be examined.

The field excursion is being planned to commence on Thursday March 18, 2016 at 8.00am. Participants 

will be required to pay N3000.00 for the trip.

Registration fees for the different categories of 

participants are as stated in the table. The fees cover 

the conference proceedings, bag and stationery. 

Participants will be accredited and badges issued to 

them after the full payment of registration fees. Such 

badges should be worn at all times at the conference 

venue. 
Participants who fail to put on their badges may be 
prevented from gaining access to any of the 
conference activities by security agents.
*Chapters should please pre-register their members 
ahead of the conference and submit registration list to 
the LOC.

ACCOUNT NUMBER:
Banker:                Union Bank of Nigeria (UBN),
                            Victoria Island Branch
Account Name:    Nigerian Mining and Geosciences
                             Society (NMGS)

Account number: 0010554022
Sort Code:           032154607

Payment of registration fees for members and non-

member delegates can be made by certified bank 

cheques/bank draft payable to

NMGS or by cash/cheques from Corporate Bodies, 

NMGS Chapters and Institutions covering the block 

registration fees for members from such bodies. 

Personal cheques are not acceptable other than 

those specified above. Cash can be paid at the 

conference venue or paid into NMGS Account and 

Tellers brought to the Venue. 

Block registration from Corporate Bodies should be 

made by sending a list of names and corresponding 

registration fees to the Secretary, NMGS ILORIN 

2016 LOC.

The Local Organizing Committee (LOC) hereby 

invites all to advertise their companies, businesses, 

services and products in the Circular and Book of 

Abstracts. The advertisement rates are as follows:

HOLDING AT KWARA HOTEL, 9A AHMADU BELLO AVENUE,

Non-Members



Nigerian Mining and Geosciences Society

N
I YTG

E EIR CI OA
 N S SEM

NI CNN EI ISG CEA  GD ON2   162   16
NMGS
ILORIN

creating and sustaining the riches of the nation

N YI TG
E EIR CI OAN S  SM EI CN NEI ING CEA S GD ON

9

Nigerian Mining and Geosciences Society

N
I YTG

E EIR CI OA
 N S SEM

NI CNN EI ISG CEA  GD ON2   162   16
NMGS
ILORIN

creating and sustaining the riches of the nation

N YI TG
E EIR CI OAN S  SM EI CN NEI ING CEA S GD ON

4

FIRST CIRCULAR & CALL ABSTRACTS

PROPOSED PROGRAMME OF EVENTS

Economic Diversification through Sustainable
Mineral Resources Development

SUNDAY, MARCH 13, 2016

Registration kicks off

MONDAY, MARCH 14, 2016 TUESDAY, MARCH 15, 2016

Registration continues,

Pre-Conference Panel Discussion

(1st & 2nd Sessions),

Annual General Meeting,

Educative lecture series,

Fellows & Institutional Members

night.

Registration continues,

Opening Ceremony,

Opening of Exhibitions,

Luncheon Talk / Lead paper,

Technical Sessions (Afternoon),

Admissions / Award night

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16, 2016
Registration continues,

Lead Paper, Technical Sessions

(Morning) / Luncheon Talk, Lead

Paper / Technical Sessions 

(Afternoon) / Spouse Programme

THURSDAY, MARCH 17, 2016 FRIDAY, MARCH 18, 2016
Lead Paper, Technical Sessions

(Morning) / Luncheon Talk,

Lead Paper / Technical Sessions

(Afternoon) / Variety & Closing

ceremony

Excursions 

The 52nd Nigerian Mining and Geosciences Society (NMGS) Annual International Conference/Annual
General Meeting holds in Ilorin, from March 13 to 18, 2016 under the sponsorship of the Nigerian 
Mining and Geosciences Society (NMGS), Oil and Mineral Resources Organizations, relevant Federal 
and State Governments Ministries and Private Sector Agencies as well as other well meaning individuals 
associated with the professions.  

HOTEL ACCOMMODATION INFORMATION AND TARIFFS IN ILORIN
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In 1977, The Nigerian Mining and Geosciences Society (NMGS) succeeded the Nigerian Mining, Geological and 

Metallurgical Society (NMGMS) which was founded on 15th January, 1961 and officially inaugurated on 17th 

December, 1962. The Society is an international, non-governmental and non-profit making professional 

organization. Its Objectives include:

· Advancement and practice of Mining, Earth Sciences and Metallurgy;

· Acquisition, preservation and dissemination of mining, geoscientific and metallurgical knowledge;

· Publication of an interdisciplinary learned Journal of Mining and Geology (JMG), the CRUST, periodicals 

and specialized books including annual book of abstracts and programmes of the society's Conferences 

and activities; and

· Upholding the ethics and safeguarding the interests of the professions covered by the society.

The Society also has statutory representation in the Council of the Nigerian Mining Engineers and Geoscientists 

(COMEG) established by the Federal Republic of Nigeria Decree No. 40 of 1990. The categories of membership 

are Fellow, Corporate, Graduate, Students, Affiliate, Institutional and Honorary Fellow. The current membership 

strength of over 5,000 includes Nigerian and foreign professionals and practitioners working or who have worked 

within the country.

In order to adequately cater for the interests of the various disciplines represented in the Society and its widely 

dispersed membership, the Society recognizes Local Chapters and Specialist Groups whose activities are directed 

at strengthening the NMGS in achieving its objectives. 

Each chapter comprises members of NMGS of all disciplines residing and practicing within a defined geographic 

area while the Specialist Groups consists of NMGS members of the same discipline who meet to advance and 

promote knowledge within such a discipline. Mining and Geoscientific activities of the Chapter are enhanced by 

the presence of a good number of Universities and polytechnics that offer academic programmes in Mining, 

Engineering and Geosciences concerns located in the area.

nd
The Local Organizing Committee of the 52  Annual International Conference of the Nigerian Mining and 

Geosciences Society (NMGS) “ILORIN 2016” shall affirm the rights of Geoscientists and Mining Engineers in 

Nigeria and pledge to abide by International Geoscientific and Mining best practices and standards without 

discrimination on the basis of citizenship, religious persuasion, creed, political affiliation, ethnic origin, race, 

colour, language, age or sex.

To organize and conduct an excellent NMGS International Conference/AGM with a view to sensitize and create 

the much needed awareness among members, States, Country and the International Community on the need to 

fully harness and develop the abundant mineral and energy resources not only in Nigeria but also elsewhere in 

the world in a sustainable manner for national development.

The venue of the Conference, Kwara Hotel, Ahmadu Bello Avenue, Ilorin is accessible by air and land. There is an 

availability of public transport from all parts of the country to Ilorin. It is planned that transportation will be 

provided for conveying participants from the airport and other parts of the town to the venue of the 

Conference. Some domestic airlines also have schedules of flight from Lagos and Abuja to Ilorin. 

It should be noted that Ilorin has an airport along Lagos road which is accessible to the conference center. 

Foreign participants are advised to come to the country through Muritala Muhammad International Airport, 

Lagos and then come to Ilorin by either local flight or road. 

Chapters and Specialist Groups within the Nigerian Mining and Geosciences Society should make individual 

arrangements for their meetings. Timing of such meetings should be fixed so that they do not coincide with 

major conference activities. Chapters should ensure that their members pay up all outstanding dues (N5,000.00 

for Corporate members and N20,000.00 for fellows) and levies (secretariat and benevolent) on or before the 

conference date to NMGS Account and send the details of payment (teller No and amount) by sms as well as 

email to LOC Secretary.

Ilorin is a well-planned and modernized city that provides unique environments for the numerous visitors she 
receives. The city has many excellent and good hotels of different categories that can provide excellent and 
comfortable rooms for guests at a moderate charges to meet the various demands of participants. For 
accommodation, a list of hotels, their locations, phone numbers and tariffs are available on page 9.

CHAPTERS

HOTEL AND ACCOMMODATION

Students should be aware that “NMGS ILORIN 2016” affords them the opportunities for individual paper 

presentation and interactions with senior colleagues from government, academia and industry. Paper 

presentation by students has been scheduled for Wednesday March 16, 2016 in the afternoon. This will afford 

employers of Geoscience graduates the opportunity for talent hunt and career discussions. 

Note that all schools are expected to pre-register their students with the chapters to a maximum of 10 per 

Institution as the registration at Conference venue attracts surcharge.

NMGS ILORIN 2016” is providing a fascinating programme of activities for accompanying spouses during the 
upcoming conference. There are several areas of tourist attraction and historic sites within and outside the 
town. Tourism is one of the events for spouses programme. We intend to visit the OWU WATERFALL and ESIE 
MUSEUM Kwara State. Owu waterfall is one of the highest and most spectacular waterfall in West Africa. It is 
about 100km from Ilorin, the State capital.
All participants are encouraged to come with their spouses to the conference. It will surely be a refreshing and 
memorable occasion.

STUDENTS

SPOUSES PROGRAMME

TRANSPORT AND LOGISTICS
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INVITATION

TECHNICAL SESSIONS

Department of Geology,

University of Ilorin,

Federal University Oye.

(solafoluk@yahoo.com)

(+234 (0) 8035036503)

Enquiries should be forwarded to: 

EXHIBITION FLOOR LAYOUT
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Kwara Hotel, 9A Ahmadu Bello 

Avenue, Ilorin.

Prof. Olusola Johnson OJO,


